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Engineer-in-Chief of the Fonts et Ohaussdes, professor at the College de France, and at the Ecole Centrale. Any of those distinctions would stamp his writings as those of a scientific authority.
The present work is a second edition and contains more than three times as much matter as the first edition published in 1874.
The subject is treated with a detail, precision and elegance such as especially distinguish the best French scientific treatises. It is divided into short sections of a page or two with accurate headings of the subject-matter of each, making it singularly easy for reference and use. In short, in its make up it is an ideal book for use. It is no mere compilation.
Large portions of the book arc* entirely new creations, or extensions by the author to new fields of methods already known. There is nothing however old to which the author has not added clearness, breadth and system. It is not too much to say that it is a work of such magnitude and acumen us to make it u monument of intellectual and mathematical power, comprising as it docs some 1700 pages of text and 44 plates. And when we, consider that it is written by an author whose interest* in the theoretical questions involved is HO intense, it is a marvel to see the numerous practical examples worked out in detail to illustrate the methods proposed. By careful attention to this part of tin* exposition the author has fully justified the entire title of the work, * Graphical Statics and its Applications/ for hu evidently considers the applications as the end in view in writing the book. It is due to the fact that the author has put his groat mathematical and technical abilities unreservedly at the service of the practical constructor that he has made the work of incEspenHable importance to every educated engineer.
Its actual contents cannot perhaps be, more clearly summarised than is done for important portions of it in LtSvy'n own profacie, from which we venture to translate the following extracts, with a few unimportant alterations rendered necessary by the changes introduced into the work during its publication, after the preface, which is prefixed to the first volume, had appeared.
Volume I., entitled, 'Principles and Applications of Pure Graphical Statics/ containing the subjects treated in the first edition (1874), except the following changes and additions;